Cultivating Creativity

Private school holding art auction
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Phoenix Rising School is hosting an art auction 1-4 p.m. Sunday, June 24 at the school in Rainier.

The event is a first-time fundraiser for the private school, which currently teaches 55 children in preschool through seventh grade.

Initially they were just going to have an afternoon tea, but the event kind of took off, said Heidi Smith, communications and outreach manager.

International artist Stephen Bennett, who has painted celebrities such as Sharon Stone and Michelle Pfeiffer, has a sister who lives in the Yelm area.

He got on board, donating three pieces to auction off and the tea morphed into an event focused on the arts.

It will be a forum for local artists, Smith said.

There will be a live and silent auction, which will feature all forms of art including photography, music, jewelry, pottery and more.

Smith said some of the items available for auction include guitar lessons, student projects and pieces from local artists.

She has also been in contact with area colleges.

The school is taking donated items through Friday, June 15.

Cost of the auction is $25 and includes a champagne toast and a variety of “delectable” finger foods.

Food will be provided by Early Dawn’s Eatery, which has a stand at Ramtha’s School of Enlightenment.

There will also be additional wine and champagne available for purchase.

Students worked together to create paintings for the auction from inception to completion, forming an idea with specific parameters and then creating a plan.

They’ve worked on the projects for several weeks and are at the painting stage.

Art and science are key components to the curriculum at Phoenix Rising School, Smith said. “There’s where we are and where we’re headed.”

Both programs will be expanded next year.

It’s the rising role arts plays in the business world that has the school looking to expand its programs, said Aaron Rodriguez, executive director and chief financial officer for the school.

Arts and design have become prevalent in how businesses present products.

As this emphasis continues, public institutions are counteracting that by cutting the arts, he said.

“We’re in the unique position where we can expand (the arts).”

The auction is also an opportunity for the school to show students how successful the arts can be.

Funds raised from the auction will go to support the school, which sets tuition about 70 percent lower than most private schools.

The school’s budget is comprised of roughly 75 percent fundraising and 25 percent tuition.

With an aggressive fundraising plan set this year, the school finds itself in the position of having a potential $50,000 shortfall.

The auction is as much about raising funds as connecting with the community and sharing the school’s programs.

“We’re blessed with a very generous community,” Rodriguez said. “It’s as much about piquing people’s curiosity and getting people to come out and support us.”

“We know the community can embrace it.”
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