	


Inaugural year plants seed for growth

Farmers Market manager outlines hopes for year two
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The brains behind Yelm’s inaugural farmers market offered Yelm City Council a peek of what may be in store for the market in the future.

Market Manager Geana Henkes told council the first year of the nonprofit Yelm Farmers Market was “very successful.”

“As the Yelm Food Co-op took this project on, we weren’t sure … what (our first year) would look like,” she said.

“It’s been tremendous to see the support of the city, of the councilmen … and Mayor Harding.”

Henkes said 90 percent of the market’s vendors were from the immediate area in Thurston County.

“There was no having to worry about ‘where does this come from?’ It comes from your back yard,” she said.

But the farmers market was more than a place to buy food, she said after showing the council a slideshow of people young and old having fun at the market.

The farmers market is “a place to bring our community together and I feel that it really was a community effort,” she said.

In its first year, the market averaged between 300-400 people in attendance each week, representing people from Yelm, Rainier, Roy, McKenna and Eatonville.

She said the market broke even financially, “Which is pretty unheard of for a new business in the first year. Even with our purchases of assets and things like that, we broke even.”

She said the organization hopes to grow in the future as part of the Yelm community.

One change to facilitate that goal for next year is the creation of a Yelm Farmers Market board of directors, she said.

“This year I pretty much took it on myself, and with the help of a lot of really great people who helped me along the way,” she said. “But I would like to form a board that can grow it to just a more professional and integral part (of the community), with lots of different talents and abilities being represented.”

“I don’t want it become a personality thing. I want it to grow as an extension of the community.”

Henkes said she will step down as manager of the market next year, but plans to remain on the board.

Stepping down as manager gives her the opportunity to participate as a vendor without creating a conflict of interest, she explained.

Four vendors who participated in last year’s market are interested in joining the board. She said she would like a representative from City of Yelm to join the board as well.

Henkes said she also wants to see more vendors participating at next year’s market, although she said this year’s market featured  a good mix of vendors selling a variety of goods, including mushrooms, honey, produce and fruit.

With the success of workshops offered at this year’s market, including a popular canning workshop, Henkes said she’d also like to see more workshops on more topics.

Henkes said the market is considering an additional day, or changing the day the market operates.

“We’d like to see businesses benefit from our existence here,” she said.

“Sunday, of course, the businesses were closed, which helped with traffic, but it also didn’t help bring the people into the businesses like we’d like to see as part of growing our community and shopping local.”

Henkes said the market is also looking into allowing people to pay with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), known as Basic Food in Washington.

“We had quite a number of people that were anxious for us to accept food stamps and things like that because they’re driving all the way to Olympia for it and they would like to see it happen here in their own town,” she said. “So we are definitely working on that with the Washington State Farmers Market Association to get that going for next year.”

Henkes said it sounded like most of the vendors who participated last year are planning to return in 2013.

“They’re all anxious to see more participation from the community and hopefully growing that foot traffic. I think that just comes from more advertising, target advertising, and allowing people to know that we’re here.”

The market would need to decide whether Yelm City Park is the best place to hold it, or if a “more visible” location on Main Street would be better, she said.

“The park was a good thing this year for sure because it gave the opportunity for people to come and browse and then take their kids to the park and just be part of that whole thing.”

“So it really was a great set-up right there and so that worked out well in that sense, but we definitely want to continue to do the things to let the city know that we’re here and we’re available for them to come shopping.”
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