Klein Retiring From RSE in January 
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While Steve Klein is retiring from his job as event services manager at Ramtha’s School of Enlightenment, he’s etched a place for himself in the Yelm community. He isn’t going anywhere.

Sitting in RSE’s arena on Tuesday, where the school hosts its lectures during events, Klein reflected on his career, his vision for Yelm, and how he plans to stay busy after his career at RSE is over.

Klein will retire this January after having worked at RSE for 10 years. He felt it was time to say goodbye to the school as an employee, although he’ll continue to be involved, including as a student.

“I think you have to follow where your passions lay and it’s very distressful when you don’t follow your soul and what you feel in your soul,” he said.

Klein’s boss, JZ Knight, praised his contributions to the company over the years.

“He has exercised extraordinary business acumen and as a publicist or a public relations researcher, he has been probably the best ever, and that’s only because he’s interested in all of this material,” Knight said. “He’s an impeccable, gifted man.”

Klein will still be working with Knight during her travels and interacting with both her and Ramtha, she said, but retiring will give him some time to rest.

“He’s been connecting to students and just general people all over the world, whether they’re celebrities or just regular folks, and I’m sure his email goes on 24 hours a day,” she said. “And I think after awhile you get tired, believe you me, you get tired, and just want time and he richly, richly deserves it.”

Klein, in turn, had kind words for Knight.

“She is the most generous, allowing and encouraging and creative person I have ever known,” he said. “Her mind is amazing and the one thing that she cultivates here is giving people their jobs and assignments and allowing them to use their own abilities to get the job done. She is not a hands-on boss, but allows the creativity to flow from us and this organization thrives under that kind of tutelage.”

Klein’s coworker, Mike Wright, said it’s been an honor working with him.

“He’s a very talented individual,” he said.

Klein challenged Wright to look at things from new perspectives, he said.

“He brought a fresh perspective to the organization that I’d been a part of and that perspective was one that I didn’t have, so I was able to expand my perspective to include what he offered,” Wright said. “So that was growth for me.”

Searching for Answers

Klein grew up in Louisville, Kentucky. He was a basketball manager for his high school and became the football manager at the University of Miami, where he obtained an undergraduate degree in business management, and later a MBA, majoring in airline management and logistics.

He was hired by Eastern Airlines in 1977, and in 1985 he took a job with Pacific Southwest Airlines as assistant director of sales, before becoming an industry consultant.

When he was 30 years old, Klein lived in New York City. He was the youngest senior sales manager for a Fortune Top 50 airline company, had a ninth floor office in Rockefeller Center, an upper east side apartment, and complimentary first-class air travel to anywhere in the world, he said. He had a job he loved and had reached a place at age 30 he’d dreamt of getting to by age 60. And he was not happy.

He began a search for the “big questions,” such as, why are we here?

“I said to myself, what is life all about? Is it to be born, get an education, get married … have children, have a career, retire, live your golden life and die? I said, there has to be something more to this life than this. I was a seeker asking questions.”

It was actress Shirley MacLaine’s books “Out on a Limb” and “Dancing in the Light” that introduced him to Ramtha. MacLaine was famously a student at RSE for many years.

Klein attended his first RSE event in February 1986 in Phoenix.

The event was held at the Ramada Hotel and the letters A-D-A in the hotel’s sign weren’t lit up, so it looked like the sign read, “Ram Hotel,” Klein said. Ramtha’s followers sometimes refer to him as the Ram, so Klein was confused, thinking the hotel had altered its sign for the event. He questioned the hotel manager about it.

“He said, ‘Oh, you misunderstand. The transformers that control those three lights … they blew and there’s none in all of the Phoenix area and won’t be until the Ramtha event is over,’” Klein remembered. “I said, ‘Well damn, I’m in the right place then. That’s for me.’ And I’ve been here ever since.”

Ramtha’s teachings were like manna from heaven for Klein, answering questions that he hadn’t found from the corporate world, spiritual teachers or scholars, he said.

“It rang so true to me and still does to this day,” he said. “I had never heard someone tell me that I am God and that God lives within me and not to follow anyone else but your own self and that the greatest temple of all was the body that houses this god inside of you,” Klein said. “That resonated in my soul.”

Moving to Yelm

Klein moved to Yelm in 1988 from San Francisco. He was done with the corporate world and retired from the airline industry, he said.

Klein said Yelm is an eclectic community, strengthened by the talent, creativity and passion to help others exhibited by its residents.

“Regardless of my political differences with some of the politics here, one thing I know is that every person that’s here wants the best for this area and that’s wonderful,” he said.

As Klein continued to study at RSE, the school experienced an influx of new students in the mid-90s as the New Age movement reached a “fever pitch.”

Part of the school’s immense popularity was due to the fact that between 1989 and 1999, it was the only place people could hear Ramtha speak in person, Klein said.

In the late ’80s, Knight received a death threat while on tour, and she decided not to go on the road again due to safety concerns.

With all the new students coming in, navigating the school could be confusing. Klein borrowed an idea from the airline industry, establishing an “ambassador program” at RSE that provided tours of the campus to new students. The program was “hugely popular,” Klein said.

Klein also worked in the registrar department. His efforts were a result of his desire to give back to the school, he said.

Klein began working for the school in November 2004, taking on many different hats over the years.

“Ramtha told me, he was very happy that I had asked to come work in-house and he said, ‘You’re going to be a minion here … you’re going to learn all the positions here. Every one of them. … And from that, you will become a leader. We will make you a leader.’ And he was correct. I have learned all the positions here.”

In 2010, Klein took over the RSE newsletter, focusing on the accomplishments of RSE students and connecting current events to Ramtha’s teachings.

Klein’s favorite part of his employment was interacting with students and supporting them in their studies, he said.

Klein said he thinks people have become more understanding of the school and what it does over the years, but there is still a stigma among some people.

“There are a lot of people that tell me, ‘We so appreciate you all, but we can’t go public because we have to look our neighbors in the face in church every Sunday, and what will they think?’” he said.

Future Plans

Klein doesn’t have any big plans post-retirement, he said. He expects to continue with his current activities — and there’s a lot of them. He posts regularly on his blog, www.yelmcommunity.org, is a member of the Yelm Business Association and Yelm Area Chamber of Commerce, and is interested in city and county issues, he said.

One of Klein’s main concerns for the Yelm community is the city is growing without following the Yelm Vision Plan from 1995, which he said the Yelm Area Chamber of Commerce paid $30,000 for, to guide the city in planned growth.

He’ll also keep his eye on the need for industry growth and water, air and traffic problems, he said.

One project he will pursue is completing a book about the deaths of his mother and brother.

Klein said both relatives have “made themselves known” to family members in the afterlife.

After his mother Elaine’s death, her granddaughter — Klein’s niece — asked her parents for a memento of her grandmother’s from the China cabinet. As she asked for it, the cabinet door opened in front of them, he said.

Klein’s father, Bert, also experienced several signs, but one in particular shook him to his core, Klein said. While attending Jewish services last September, he picked up one of the thousands of copies of prayer books at the congregation. He opened it up and read in a dedication that the book had been donated by Elaine and Bert Klein.

“Dad was so shaken, he had to get up and leave the service for 45 minutes, because he said, ‘You have to understand the significance. This prayer book was donated in 1981 and we only gave three of them.’

“To the nonbeliever, they’ll have doubt,” Klein said. “But when you have something like this happen to you, you hold on to hope.”
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